
 

 

PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR ARTICLE

This article was downloaded by:
On: 16 January 2011
Access details: Access Details: Free Access
Publisher Taylor & Francis
Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales Registered Number: 1072954 Registered office: Mortimer House, 37-
41 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JH, UK

Liquid Crystals Today
Publication details, including instructions for authors and subscription information:
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713681230

Nomenclature of Liquid Crystals

To cite this Article (1999) 'Nomenclature of Liquid Crystals', Liquid Crystals Today, 9: 1, 8
To link to this Article: DOI: 10.1080/13583149908047572
URL: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13583149908047572

Full terms and conditions of use: http://www.informaworld.com/terms-and-conditions-of-access.pdf

This article may be used for research, teaching and private study purposes. Any substantial or
systematic reproduction, re-distribution, re-selling, loan or sub-licensing, systematic supply or
distribution in any form to anyone is expressly forbidden.

The publisher does not give any warranty express or implied or make any representation that the contents
will be complete or accurate or up to date. The accuracy of any instructions, formulae and drug doses
should be independently verified with primary sources. The publisher shall not be liable for any loss,
actions, claims, proceedings, demand or costs or damages whatsoever or howsoever caused arising directly
or indirectly in connection with or arising out of the use of this material.

http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713681230
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13583149908047572
http://www.informaworld.com/terms-and-conditions-of-access.pdf


8 Volume 9, 1 (1999) Liquid Crystnk Today 

of Liquid 

ne of the signs of the maturing of a new area 0 of knowledge is a heightened discussion and 
awareness o f  nomenclature, conventions and 
labels. In emerging sciences, the facts are often in 
dispute or open to different interpretations, and 
so premature attempts to categorize and stan- 
dardize will only serve t o  confuse and delay real 
understanding. Liquid crystal science is now of an 
age when the at tent ion of i t s  practitioners 
is being drawn to considerations o f  nomen- 
clature. Indeed in 1997 IUPAC (International 
Union o f  Pure and Applied Chemistry) issued 
provisional recommendations concerning t h e  
definition of basic terms and symbols for liquid 
crystals. Members o f  the International Liquid 

Crystal Society have become involved with the 
preparation of a final document, which hopefully 
wil l be generally accepted and fo l lowed by 
scientists in the field. Some of the init ial  recom- 
mendations have already been reported in the 
new Handbook of Liquid Crystals, published in 
1998 [I], so the process o f  formalising the nomen- 
clature of liquid crystals has begun. 

Much of liquid crystal terminology is no longer conten- 
tious, although many will recall the problems that had to be 
resolved concerning the designation of certain smectic phases. 
However in the dynamic science of liquid crystals, new phases 
and effects continue to be reported and characterized, so the 
issue of nomenclature cannot be closed, and there are many 
topics that will attract the attention of scientists eager to 
bring apparent order to the terminology for liquid crystals. In 
this section we publish two contributions to the debate on 
nomenclature for emerging topics. In attempting to categorize 
new phenomena, it is a 'sine qua non' that the structures or 
effects are characterized and understood. Without this 
condition an excursion into nomenclature is worthless. 

1 GOODBY, J. W., and GRAY, G. W., 1998 Guide to the 
nomenclature and classification of liquid crystals. 
Handbook of Liquid Crystals, Vol. 1, edited by D. 
Demus, J. W. Goodby, G. W. Gray, H.-W. Spiess and 
V. Vill (Weinheim: Wiley-VCH), Chap. 2, pp. 17-23. 
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iquid crystals composed o f  bent molecules L exhibi t  smectic-like phases including und- 
ulated or two-dimensional ones which are unlike 
the smectic phases fromed from normal calamitic 
molecules [I]. These phases are not miscible with 
any smectic phases o f  -calamitic compounds, 
which emphasizes their distinctness, although it 
must be remembered that immiscibility is not a 
criterion for a new phase type. Until the true 
character of these phases is established, it has 

been proposed (Workshop on Banana-shaped 
Liquid Crystals, December 1997, Berlin) that  the 
phases be  labelled with the code letters B, ... B, in 
the sequence of the their discovery. 

In order to facilitate the assignment of mesophases of new 
synthesized I iq u id crystals formed by ba nana-s ha ped 
molecules we present for al l  new smectic-like phases some 
reference substances (in table 1) and also the structural 
features and some properties of these phases (as far as 
known) (see table 2). For some selected banana-shaped 
compounds the bending angle in the liquid-crystalline state 
could be determined using NMR measurements [3-61. It 
follows from these measurements that in all B phases studied 
the bending angle is between about 100" and 135"; lower 
angles favour the formation of nematic phases, while higher 
angles result in normal smectic phases [5]. A general 
description of the possible arrangement of bent-shaped 
molecules within smectic layers [ lo ] ,  and their switching 
characteristics has been presented [8] . 
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